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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to RCE received on Oct. 4, 2004. Claims 1,12 and 18 
were amended. Claims 9-1 1 were canceled. Claims 25-43 were newly added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 8, 12, 14, 17-18, 21, 23, 25-30 and 39-41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fairchild et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,728,760. 

Fairchild teaches the invention explicitly as claimed including an system and 
method of updating media content on the internet and sending a notification to all the 
clients on the network prompting clients to retrieve the update (see abstract). 

As per claim 1, Fairchild teaches a method of communicating between a plurality 
of client computers comprising the steps of: 

Providing data on a data source and communicating the data from the 
data source to one or more of a plurality of client computers in response to a request for 
data by said one or more client computers (see col. 8 lines 5-10, server contains media 
content that may be modified by a user); 
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Updating the data on the data source by sending data from one of the 
plurality of client computers to said data source (see col. 8 lines 5-10, user updates 
media content on server). 

Communicating a fact that the data available on the data source has been 
updated by communicating and prompting said other client computers to access the 
updated data from the data source (see col. 8 lines 11-25, user maintains a list of all 
users that have a shortcut to the media content and automatically sends an update 
notification message to all the users on the list). 

As per claims 12 and 18, Fairchild teaches a computer readable medium 
and method respectively of communicating information performing the steps of: 

Providing data on a data source and communicating the data from the 
data source to one client computers in response to a request for data by said one client 
computers (see col. 8 lines 16-25). 

Updating the data on the data source and communicating the fact that the 
data available on the data source has been updated by communicating an update 
message to said plurality of computers to access the updated data from the data source 
or computer server (see col. 8 lines 25-30). 

Communicating a fact that the data available on the data source has been 
updated by communicating and prompting said other client computers to access the 
updated data from the data source (see col. 8 lines 11-25, user maintains a list of all 
users that have a shortcut to the media content and automatically sends an update 
notification message to all the users on the list). 
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As per claims 3 and 14, Fairchild teaches the method and medium of claims 1 
and 12 additionally comprising the step of providing a communications interrupt server 
which communicates client to client messages between multiple client computers (see 
col. 8 lines 8-46). 

As per claims 8 and 17, Fairchild further teaches the method and medium of 
claims 1 and 12 respectively wherein the data source comprises a server computer (see 
col. 6 lines 10-17). 

As per claim 21, Fairchild teaches the method of claim 18 wherein the server 
computer stores a message hierarchy in a goal directed messaging system for 
tabulating messages from multiple clients and wherein the update message indicates 
the message hierarchy has been updated (see col. 6 lines 50-60, a list of all users that 
have a shared resource is maintained whereupon an updated is detected, a message is 
sent to all the clients on the list). 

As per claim 23, Fairchild teaches the method of claim 1 8 wherein the server 
computer stores a database for storing information made available from multiple clients 
and wherein the update message indicates the database has been updated (see col. 8 
lines 49-65 and col. 4 lines 26-49). 

As to claim 25, Fairchild teaches a method of updating data within a data base 
comprising: providing new data to a database by one client computer of a plurality of 
client computers; incorporating the new data into the database; and communicating by 
the one client computer of the plurality of client computers to a remaining plurality of 



Application/Control Number: 09/606,257 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2157 

client computers that new data to the database has been provided (see col. 8 lines 10- 
54). 

As to claim 26, Fairchild teaches the method of updating data within a data base 
of claim 25, further comprising requesting updated data from a server computer by the 
remaining plurality of client computers (see col. 8 lines 10-54). 

As to claim 27, Fairchild teaches the method of updating data within a data base 
of claim 25, in which incorporating the new data into the database is performed by 
database management software executing on a database server that contains the 
database (see col. 8 lines 10-54). 

As to claim 28, Fairchild teaches the method of updating data within a data base 
of claim 25, in which the plurality of client computers are coupled to the database (see 
col. 8 lines 10-54). 

As to claim 29, Fairchild teaches the method of updating data within a data base 
of claim 25, in which communicating by the one client computer, of the plurality of client 
computers, to a remaining plurality of client computers is done by a client to client 
message (see col. 8 lines 10-54). 

As to claim 30, Fairchild teaches the method of updating data within a data base 
of claim 25, in which the data base is divided into a plurality of distinct areas having a 
real time channel defined (see col. 8 lines 10-54). 

As to claim 39, Fairchild teaches a computer system for providing a goal directed 
messaging system comprising: communications from a leader utilizing client to client 
messaging to a plurality of members to indicate that an update has occurred; 
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communications from a member of a plurality of members, and to the leader, utilizing 
client to client messaging to indicate that an update has occurred; providing a message 
hierarchy to order the communications; and directing responses according to the 
message hierarchy (see col. 8 lines 10-54). 

As to claim 40, Fairchild teaches the computer system for providing a goal 
directed messaging system of claim 39, in which the message hierarchy assigns a 
plurality of types and goals to the communications to form a plurality of node types. 

As to claim 41 , Fairchild teaches the computer system for providing a goal 
directed messaging system of claim 40 in which the goal is changed by the leader to 
expedite project completion (see col. 8 lines 10-54). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2, 13, 34-36 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being . 

unpatentable over Fairchild. 

As to claims 2 and 13, Fairchild teaches the method and medium of claims 1 and 

12wherein the data source and the plurality of client computers communicate 

information wherein a client computer periodically polls the data source and further 

wherein said client computers poll the data source in response to a client to client 
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message concerning an updating of data on the data source from another client (see 
cot. 8 lines 35-44). 

However Fairchild does not explicitly teach the client computer uses HTTP 
browser. Official notice is taken as evident by Microsoft computer Dictionary that it 
would have been for one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Fairchild polling means by using HTTP browser because doing so would allow 
the user to transport content over the web using a universally used protocol using 
secure communication. 

As to claims 34 and 38, Fairchild teaches a system of updating data within a data 
base comprising: providing new data to a database by one client computer of a plurality 
of client computers; incorporating the new data into the database; and communicating 
by the one client computer of the plurality of client computers to a remaining plurality of 
client computers that new data to the database has been provided (see col. 8 lines 10- 
54). 

However Fairchild does not explicitly teach the client computer uses HTTP 
browser. Official notice is taken as evident by Microsoft computer Dictionary that it 
would have been for one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Fairchild polling means by using HTTP browser because doing so would allow 
the user to transport content over the web using a universally used protocol using 
secure communication. 
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As to claim 35, Fairchild teaches the system for transmitting information between 
computers of claim 34 in which data on the server computer is updated by data sent by 
one of the plurality of client computers (see col. 8 lines 10-54). 

As to claim 36, Fairchild teaches the system for transmitting information between 
computers of claim 34 in which data on the server computer is updated by server 
software performing an update (see col. 8 lines 10-54), 

4. Claims 4-7, 15-16, 19-20, 22, 24, 31-33, 37 and 42-43 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fairchild in view of Kohda et al, U.S. Patent 
6,249,806 (referred to hereafter as Kohda). 

As to claims 4, 15, 19, 33, 37 and 42-43, Fairchild teaches a method and 
medium respectively of communicating between a plurality of client computers 
comprising providing data on a data source and communicating the data from the data 
source to one or more of a plurality of client computers in response to a request for data 
by said one or more client computers; updating the data on the data source by sending 
data from one of the plurality of client computers to said data source and 
communicating the fact that the data available on the data source has been updated by 
communicating a client to client message from the client computer that updated the data 
to other client computers thereby prompting said other client computers to access the 
updated data from the data source (see the rejection of claim 1 ). 

Fairchild does not explicitly teach the limitation "the client to client message is 
formatted in accordance with an internet relay chat protocol". 
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However Kohda teaches a communications system that allows client to access 
stored information on a server (see abstract) wherein the client to client message is 
formatted in accordance with an internet relay chat protocol (see col. 8 lines 25-42). 

It would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Fairchild by implementing and internet relay chat protocol to 
communicate update messages as taught by Kohda because using the internet relay 
chat protocol would allow tens of thousands of users to share and transfer files in real 
time. 

As per claims 5 and 20, Kohda further teaches the method of claims 4 and 18 
respectively where the data source maintains a database of information and wherein 
different portions of the database are assigned a unique internet relay chat channel (see 
col. 10 lines 32-44). 

As per claims 6 and 31 , Fairchild teaches the data source maintains a goal 
based message hierarchy having message nodes (see col. 8 lines 49-65 and col. 4 
lines 26-49). Kohda teaches updates to one or more nodes in a group of such nodes 
are assigned to an internet relay chat channel (see col. 6 lines 41-64 and claim 22). 

As per claims 7, 16 and 32, Kohda teaches the method and medium of claims 4, 
15 and 18 respectively comprising the step of providing a communications interrupt 
server which communicates messages between multiple client computers by means of 
said internet relay chat protocol (see col. 8 lines 25-42). 

As per claim 22, Fairchild teaches the method of claim 21 wherein the message 
hierarchy is divided into nodes which form groups of one or more nodes (see col. 6 lines 
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50-60, a list of all users that have a shared resource is maintained whereupon an 
updated is detected, a message is sent to all the clients on the list). 

Fairchild does not explicitly teach the update message is in the form of an 
internet relay protocol. 

However Kohda teaches a communications system that allows client to access stored 
information on a server (see abstract) wherein the client to client message is formatted 
in accordance with an internet relay chat protocol (see col. 8 lines 25-42). 

It would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Fairchild by implementing and internet relay chat protocol to 
communicate update messages as taught by Kohda because using the internet relay 
chat protocol would allow tens of thousands of users to share and transfer files in real 
time. 

As per claim 24, Kohda teaches the database of claim 23 divided into data and 
said data portions are assigned channels in an internet relay chat protocol that 
implements update message (see col. 10 lines 32-44). 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 )272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Hussein Elchanti 
Feb. 16, 2005 
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